STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

May 1, 2013
The regular monthly meeting of the Residential Building Committee was called to order by the Chairman at 9:30 a.m. in Conference Room of the Board’s offices, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  

Members of the Committee present:

Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux, Chairman  







Lee Mallett, Vice Chairman






Nick Castjohn







Karon “Kay” Gibson







Jodi C. Penn






William “Billy” Ward, Jr. 






Wesley L. “Wes” Wyman, Jr.
There being a quorum present, the regular order of business was called.

Also attending the meeting were:  Michael McDuff, Executive Director, Judy Dupuy, Board Administrator; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; John Andrishok, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Bobbie Hughes, Emma Payne, John Dixon, Kellie Prudhomme, Tricia Wood, Nathan Rawls and Sharon Fabre; Compliance Director Marianne Sullivan; Compliance Investigators, Carl Bourque, Brent Templet, Leann Evans; and Kara Kearney, recording the Minutes.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Ms. Penn. 
Judge Darrell White gave the invocation.  

A Motion was made by Ms. Penn and seconded by Mr. Ward to accept the Minutes of the April 3, 2013 Residential Building Committee Meeting. The Motion passed. 

Mr. McDuff introduced Lynda Evans with the Capital Region Builders Association; Denise Emmons with the Louisiana Home Builders Association; James Henry with the La. Department of Insurance; and Jeannie Dodd with the Louisiana Homebuilders Association. Nick Castjohn was introduced and sworn in as a member of the Residential Building Committee. Commercial Board member, Vic Weston was also introduced as a visitor.
NEW BUSINESS 

C. INSURANCE HEARING(S):

1. a)
HOME IMPROVEMENT WORKER’S COMPENSATION – Rules and Regulations of the Board Sec. 1503(D).

Tru-Wall Installers Construction, LLC – Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Arnold Barnes, Sr. was present and sworn in. Emma Payne, applications director, was called to the stand and sworn in. Each gave a statement. A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. Wyman to suspend the home improvement registration for Tru-wall Installers Construction, LLC until proper workers’ compensation documentation is turned in within 60 days. The Motion passed. A substitute Motion was made by Ms. Gibson and seconded by Mr. Castjohn to fine Tru-wall Installers Construction, LLC $250. The Motion failed to pass after a vote. 
Clint’s Construction, LLC – No one was present. Ms. Payne gave a statement. A Motion was made by Mr. Wyman and seconded by Mr. Castjohn to suspend the home improvement registration for Clint’s Construction, LLC until proper workers’ compensation is obtained and fine administrative costs.
Other companies listed were removed from the agenda.
b) HOME IMPROVEMENT GENERAL LIABILITY - Rules and Regulations of the Board Sec. 1503(D).
This item was removed from the agenda.

2. a)
RESIDENTIAL BUILDING WORKER’S COMPENSATION – Rules and Regulations of the Board Sec. 1503(D).

 This item was removed from the agenda.

b)
RESIDENTIAL BUILDING GENERAL LIABILITY –Rules and Regulations of the Board Sec. 1503(D).
This item was removed from the agenda.

D. 
COMPLIANCE HEARING(S):

1. Quinn Martin, Inc., Baton Rouge, Louisiana - R.S. 37:2158 (A)(9).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. No representative of Quinn Martin, Inc. was present. Investigator Carl Bourque was called to the stand and sworn in to review the exhibits. The exhibits were filed and admitted into evidence. A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. Wyman to find Quinn Martin, Inc. to be in violation. The Motion passed. A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Ms. Gibson to revoke the license of Quinn Martin, Inc., issue a cease and desist order, and issue the maximum fine plus administrative costs. The Motion passed.
2. Custom Homes by Jim Fussell, Inc., Baton Rouge, Louisiana - R.S. 37:2158 (A)(9).
Mr. Ward recused himself. Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Jim Fussell, attorney Craig Kaster, Joy Jones and realtor Cherie Giblin were present on behalf of Custom Homes by Jim Fussell, Inc. Others present were homeowner Jodi Jowers and attorney Leo D’Aubin (associated with 18050 Charolais Dr. in Prairieville); Brian and Holly Grace (associated with 7940 Lanes End in Baton Rouge); Cho Wang and her attorney Steven Duplechain (associated with 15831 Woodland Trail); and Bruce Medine of Integrity Glass. All parties were sworn in. Mr. Kaster entered a denial plea on behalf of Jim Fussell. Mr. Bourque was called to the stand to review the exhibits, which were filed and admitted. Each party gave a statement. Mr. Kaster presented additional documents, which were filed and admitted into evidence. A Motion was made by Ms. Gibson and seconded by Mr. Wyman to find Custom Homes by Jim Fussell, Inc. not to be in violation and to place the company on a one-year probation with quarterly updates by the staff. The Motion passed.
3. Graceland Properties, LLC Portable Buildings, Cunningham, Kentucky - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).

This item was continued.

4. Michael L. Williams, Baton Rouge, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Michael L. Williams and homeowner Vera Martin were present and each sworn in. Mr. Williams entered a no contest plea. A Motion was made by Ms. Penn and seconded by Mr. Wyman to accept the plea. The Motion passed. Mr. Williams gave a statement. A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. Castjohn to fine Michael L. Williams $1,500 plus administrative costs unless he obtains a home improvement registration within 90 days, in which his fine would be reduced to $500 plus administrative costs. The Motion passed.
5. Diamond Cabinet Designs, LLC, LaPlace, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Emily Blouin and Jim Toups were present and sworn in. Ms. Blouin entered a no contest plea. A Motion was made by Ms. Penn and seconded by Mr. Wyman to accept the plea. The Motion passed. Ms. Blouin gave a statement. A Motion was made by Ms. Penn and seconded by Mr. Ward to fine Diamond Cabinet Designs, LLC the maximum fine plus administrative costs unless they obtain a home improvement registration within 90 days, in which the fine would be reduced to $500 plus administrative costs. The Motion passed.
6. Ronnie Cappo d/b/a Ron’s Custom Cabinets, Greenwell Springs, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Ronnie Cappo, David Webb, Herman “Budd” Chandler and Federico Marquez were present and sworn in. Mr. Cappo entered a plea of admission. A Motion was made by Mr. Castjohn and seconded by Ms. Penn to accept the plea. The Motion passed. A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Ms. Penn to fine Ronnie Cappo d/b/a Ron’s Custom Cabinets $1,500 plus administrative costs unless he obtains a home improvement registration within 90 days, in which his fine would be reduced to $500 plus administrative costs. The Motion passed.
7. Tony Ferrand d/b/a Allphase 2000, LLC, Metairie, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
This item was continued.
8. Faust Brothers, LLC, Chalmette, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Faust Brothers, LLC. Homeowners Bernard and Judith Welb were present, sworn in and gave a statement. Ms. Hughes read the settlement offer presented by Faust Brothers, LLC. A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. Castjohn to deny the settlement offer. The Motion passed.
9. Jimmy Greer d/b/a Dream Homes, Madison, Mississippi - La. R.S. 37:2167(A) / 2175.2(A)(1).
This item was continued.
10. PG Thomas Construction, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2167(A).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Owner Arthal Thomas, Jr. was present and sworn in. Mr. Thomas entered a no contest plea. A Motion was made by Ms. Penn and seconded by Mr. Ward to accept the plea. The Motion passed. Mr. Thomas gave a statement. A Motion was made by Ms. Gibson and seconded by Mr. Ward to fine PG Thomas Construction, LLC $1,500 plus administrative costs unless he obtains a home improvement registration or residential building license within 90 days, in which the fine would be reduced to administrative costs only. The Motion passed.
11. Mike Deloach Construction, LLC, Elmer, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2167(A).

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Mike Deloach was present and sworn in. Mr. Deloach entered a no contest plea. A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Ms. Gibson to accept the plea. The Motion passed. Mr. Deloach gave a statement. A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. Wyman to fine Mike Deloach Construction, LLC $5,000 plus administrative costs unless he obtains a residential license within 120 days, in which the fine would be reduced to $1000 plus administrative costs. The Motion passed.

12. Zizzi Construction L.L.C., Port Allen, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2167(A).
Mr. Ward recused himself. Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Christopher Zizzi was present and sworn in. Mr. Zizzi entered a denial plea. Investigator Leann Evans was sworn in to review the exhibits. The exhibits and additional documents were filed and admitted into evidence. Mr. Zizzi changed his plea to no contest. A Motion was made by Mr. Wyman and seconded by Ms. Gibson to accept the plea. The Motion passed. A Motion was made by Mr. Wyman and seconded by Mr. Castjohn to fine Zizzi Construction L.L.C. $10,000 plus administrative costs unless a home improvement registration or residential license is obtained within 90 days, in which the fine would be reduced to $1,000 plus administrative costs. The Motion passed.
13. First Class Construction, LLC, DeRidder, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(3) and Rules and Regulations of the Board Sec. 109.
Mr. Mallett recused himself. Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by First Class Construction, LLC. A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Ms. Penn to accept the settlement offer. The Motion passed.
14. Sparta Properties, LLC, Hahnville, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Sparta Properties, LLC. A Motion was made by Ms. Gibson and seconded by Mr. Wyman to accept the settlement offer. The Motion passed.
15. Taylortrades, LLC, Alexandria, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2167(A) / 2175.2(A)(1).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Taylortrades, LLC. A Motion was made by Ms. Penn and seconded by Ms. Gibson to accept the settlement offer. The Motion passed.
OLD BUSINESS

E.
 
COMPLIANCE HEARING/CONTINUANCE(S):

1. Sean Austin d/b/a Quality Restoration, Houston, Texas - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
This item was continued.
F.
COMPLIANCE/REQUEST FOR REHEARING:

1. Todd Woods d/b/a A-1 Construction and Roofing, Coalgate, Oklahoma - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and a brief history on the case. Todd Woods was present and sworn in. Mr. Woods entered a denial plea. A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Ms. Penn to find Todd Woods d/b/a A-1 Construction and Roofing not to be in violation. The Motion passed.
G.
CONSIDERATION OF LICENSURE EXEMPTIONS:

New Application Exemptions (Pending all Requirements Being Met)
A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. Wyman to accept the new application exemptions as listed on the agenda. The Motion passed.
H.
Consideration of new applications for Residential Building Construction License to be approved pending as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 5&6)
A Motion was made by Ms. Gibson and seconded by Ms. Penn to approve the new applications as listed on the agenda. The Motion passed.
On May 16, 2013, the Commercial Board moved to accept the conditional license agreement for Huddleston Enterprises of West Monroe, Inc.

I.
Consideration of new applications for Home Improvement Registration as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 7-11)

A Motion was made by Ms. Gibson and seconded by Ms. Penn to approve the new applications as listed, with the exception of Legion X, LLC. The Motion passed.
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 1:15 p.m.  





_______________________________________________________________





Chairman





_______________________________________________________________





Vice Chairman
Residential Committee Meeting – May 1, 2013
Page 1

